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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2025!!
First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone 
in the Community a" HAPPY NEW YEAR" and may the New 
Year 2025 be fruitful, exciting, and challenging. Each New Year 
brings with it hope of new beginnings. I pray that the renewal 
and hope of the New Year will be remembered in each moment 
of the coming year and in all years to come. That every day, every 
moment, every breath will bring to you a constantly unfolding 
and infinite awakening to the beauty, joy, and love that resides in 
your deepest heart within which is the truth of who we are. 

We can reminisce and look back in time on what happened 
to us last year. I'm sure there are positive as well as negative 
reactions concerning what we have experienced throughout last 
year's events. In 2025 New Year, we need to bring a joyous and 
fresh attitude to our daily activities. Forget all the errors and 
misfortunes that happened last year, and start anew, bringing the 
Lord Jesus Christ into the forefront of our lives. This is what is 
truly missing in our lives, the opportunity to grow in Christ. 

We all have made mistakes in the past that has brought us to this 
point. I realize that during the Christmas Holidays we were all 
short of cash. We all had to make certain cuts and drawbacks in 
our financial situations to make do with what we were able to 
afford. But how do we turn things around? We have the power 
within ourselves to turn the struggles and pains around if we put 
our minds to it. I have always said that "Mind over Matter" really 
works. In this day and age, we face different challenges. 

Let me ask this serious question. What percentage of your life is 
producing something of value to God? There is always room for 
evaluation and reassessment. We need to ask ourselves, how did 
last year go? 

What do I want to do differently this year? What are the pros 
and cons? Look at the past year and see where you failed, and 
where you succeeded. Coming into a New Year is the right time 
for corrections. Sure we might fail what we set out to do, but if we 
fail to plan, then we plan to fail. If you're so sure of failure then 

you're never going to find success. Failure is not the end. For the 
person who determines to learn from it, failure is a friend. If we 
need to succeed first we need to be right with God, and we need 
to correct our old ways and mistakes. God respects the person 
who, when he fails, gets up and starts fresh. 

Many of us are busy and always in a hurry. We walk fast, we 
talk fast, and we eat fast. If we are to continue this routine we 
are also going to be sick faster. I hope that we have learned 
our lessons. I know I have, and we should always make better 
use of our precious time. In 365 days from now when this year 
is over, will we be looking back with joy or regret, or looking at 
the future with anticipation or with dread. I would like to quote 
the passage from Ephesians 5:15-17 which says: "Be careful then, 
how you live not as unwise but as wise, making the most of 
every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what the Lord's Will is." One of my heroes 
in the Bible is Apostle Paul. Talk about failure! Through his whole 
life he was opposed, persecuted, shipwrecked, stoned and left for 
dead, deserted by trusted co-workers, slandered, and scorned. 
Do you think for one moment he had it great in his life? Trials 
and temptations were part of his life. He had many moments of 
failure, hardships, and tragedies in his life. Did he give up, NO! 
He overcame his mishaps and mistakes and picked himself up 
and continued on his spiritual journey towards God's Heavenly 
Kingdom. His life was committed not to worldly things but to 
spiritual fulfillment, something that we don't have today. We look 
closely to satisfy our earthly desire, and we overlook our spiritual 
responsibilities. 

In closing, I'm going to give everyone a recipe to assist in reaching 
your goals. This year instead of making so many promises, just 
make one big one. Resolve in 2025 to "Live your Faith." Let it 
encompass everything you do, every aspect of your life. Look at 
your life in terms of "Stewardship". Spend time in daily prayer; 
come to church regularly and Worship Christ. Use your talents 
in many of the ministries that the church provides. Find your 
passion in service, exploring fasting, and teach your children or 
grandchildren. Give of your abundant treasure in thanksgiving 
to God, and for the work of the Gospel, in ways that are both 
sacrificial and meaningful. The opportunities are endless. Find a 
way to connect Christ and the Church to every aspect of your life. 
Do what our Lord tells us to do and "Live your Faith." 

In Thanksgiving, let us make a positive resolution to pursue our 
lives in accordance with the Will of God, and put our spiritual 
household into order, not only during the coming year, but for the 
remainder of our lives. 

Presbytera Dimitra and I, would like to wish everyone in 
the Community a Happy and Blessed New Year, and pray 
that through our Incarnate Lord may He bless and keep all 
of you healthy and wise, and let's make this New Year "The 
Year of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." 

thoughts from
FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS
Protopresbyter
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Epiphany of our Lord January 6

Introduction

The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany) 
of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is 
celebrated each year on January 6. The Feast 
commemorates the Baptism of Christ and 
the divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. At 
the Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the 
Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
were made manifest. Thus, the name of the 
Feast is Epiphany, meaning manifestation, or 
Theophany, meaning manifestation of God.

Biblical Story

The story of the Nativity of Christ is The 
Biblical story of the Baptism of Christ is 
recorded in all four of the Gospels: Matthew 
3, Mark 1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-
34.

John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and the 
one chosen by God to proclaim His coming, 
was preaching in the wilderness and was 
baptizing all who would respond to his 
message calling for repentance. As he was 
doing this, John was directing the people 
toward the one who would baptize them with 
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11).

The Scriptures tell us that Jesus came from 
Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized 
by him. Initially, John would not do this, 
saying that Jesus should baptize him. Jesus 
said to John, “Let it be so now; for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness 
(3:15). John consented and baptized Jesus.

When Jesus came up from the water, the 
heavens opened suddenly, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Him. The Bible records that 
the Spirit descended like a dove and alighted 
on him. When this happened, a voice came 
from heaven and said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” This 
was the voice of God the Father.

Christ’s baptism in the Jordan was 
“theophany,” a manifestation of God to 
the world, because it was the beginning 
of our Lord’s public ministry. It was also a 
“theophany” in that the world was granted 
a revelation of the Holy Trinity. All three 
Persons were made manifest together: the 
Father testified from on high to the divine 
Sonship of Jesus; the Son received His 
Father’s testimony; and the Spirit was seen 
in the form of a dove, descending from the 
Father and resting upon the Son.

The theme of “manifestation” or “revelation” 
is also expressed in Scripture with the 
symbolism of light. In the hymn of the Feast 
we sing, “Christ has appeared and enlightened 
the world.” Thus, January 6 is also known as 
the Feast of Lights. The Church celebrates on 
this day the illumination of the world by the 
light of Christ.

Icon of the Feast

The Icon of the Feast of Theophany tells the 
story from the Gospels in images and color. 
On the left side of the icon we see John 
the Baptist who is dressed in camel’s hair 
and has the appearance of one who lives in 
the wilderness. His arms are outstretched, 
showing an attitude of prayer and reverence, 
but also directing others to Christ. With his 
right hand he is conducting the baptism.

In the center of the icon is Christ being 
baptized in the Jordan. He is standing in the 
water wearing a waistcloth, and with His 
right hand He is blessing the waters of the 
Jordan. Above His head is the Holy Spirit 
descending as a dove upon Him. At the top 

of the icon, a semicircle depicts the opening 
of the Heavens and the voice of the Father.

On the right side of the icon angels are 
shown with their heads bowed in reverence 
to Christ. They are prepared to receive Him 
as He comes out of the water.

The Orthodox Celebration of the Feast 
of Epiphany

The celebration of this Feast of our Lord begins 
on January 5, a day known as the Forefeast 
of Theophany. Depending on the day of the 
week, this could be an evening service with 
Vespers followed by the Liturgy of Saint Basil 
or a morning service with Matins and the 
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom. Following 
the service on January 5, the service of the 
Blessing of the Waters is conducted. Prior 
to the evening or morning service the Royal 
Hours with the Typika are said.

On January 6, the day of the Feast, the 
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is 
conducted preceded by Matins and followed 
by the second Blessing of the Waters.

The Blessing of the Waters is conducted in the 
church; however in many places throughout 
the world services are conducted near open 
bodies of water. As a sign of blessing as Christ 
blessed the Jordan, holy water is poured into 
the body of water. An associated tradition 
has been the tossing of a cross into the water 
to be retrieved by divers.

The holy water from the church is given to 
the faithful to consume and to use in blessing 
their homes. In the weeks following the 
Feast, clergy visit the homes of parishioners 
and conduct a service of blessing using the 
holy water that was blessed on the Feast of 
Theophany.

Scripture readings for the Feast are the 
following: At the Vespers/Divine Liturgy on 
January 5: 1 Corinthians 9:19-27; Luke 3:1-
18. At the Divine Liturgy on January 6: Titus 
2:11-14, 3:4-7; Matthew 3:13-17.

Courtesy of the Orthodox Archdiocese of America  www.goarch.org
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Celebrating the Birth 
of Our Lord and Savior

The Christmas 
Eve service was 
followed by 
beautiful carols.



GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 5

Issue 18  |  January 2025

Feast Day of St. Nicholas
in Atlantic City, NJ

Fr. George Antoniou, Parish Priest; Fr. Michael Pastrikos, St. Demetrios; 
Fr. George Liacopoulos, Egg Harbor Holy Trinity; Fr. Manuel Prastinakis, 
Retired Clergy.
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St. Demetrios Youth

The St. Demetrios youth 
performed traditional 
Christmas carols (kalanta) 
in the homes of the 
parishioners.
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St. Demetrios Happenings

The youth of St. Demetrios 
joyfully celebrated the magic of the 
Christmas season!
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St. Demetrios Happenings

Max and Jennifer (Quaglia) 

Zeremenko were married at the 

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox 

Church in North Wildwood, N.J. 

on Friday, Sepember 27, 2024. 

The sponsors were Justin Quaglia 

and Amanda Aguilera.

Congratuations to the wonderful 

couple. May the Lord continue to 

bless their marriage.

The St. Demetros Ladies 
Philoptochos society enjoying an 

evening out togehter.

Father Michael 
welcomes visitors 
from Allenton, PA.

Father Michael with the Parish 
Council candidates - 
Archon Nicholas Konides, 
George Papageorgiou, 
George Tsaimis, George Mallous, 
and Archon Bill Mitchell.

Parish Council members voting 
during the elections.
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The Blessings Of The Homes ~ Αγιασμός των Οικιών 

Οι προσευχὲς της Ακολουθὶας των Θεοφανεὶων μας προτὲπουν να αγιὰσουμε τα 
σπὶτια μας, και τους αγροὺς μας, με τον Μεγὰλο Αγιασμὸ προς ὲνδειξιν της 
πὶστεὼς μας, προς τον Πανὰγαθο Θεὸ και των ὸσων αγαθὼν μας ὲχει χαρὶσει και 
ακὸμη για να ὲχουμε καλὴ και υγιὴ χρονιὰ. Παρακαλεὶστε ὸλοι να συνεχὶσετε την 
παρὰδοση και να αγιὰσετε τις οικὶες σας με των Μεγὰλο Αγιασμὸ που θα λὰβετε 
απὸ την Εκκλησὶα στις 6 Ιανοuαρὶου. Παρακαλεὶτε λοιπὸν, ὸποιος επιθυμεὶ να 
αγιαστεὶ η οικὶα του απὸ τον Πατὲρα Μιχὰλη να συμπληρὼσει το παρακὰτω 
ὲντυπο και να το επιστρὲψει στο γραφεὶο της εκκλησὶας.  Παρακαλοὺμε να 
εποικινωνὴσετε με τον Πὰτερ μὲσω τηλεφὼνου ὴ ηλεκτρονικὴς διευθὺνσεως για 
να κανονὶσετε τις λεπτομὲριες. Σας ευχαριστοὺμε και Ευτηχισμὲνο το Νὲο Ὲτος!   
 
The prayers of the Epiphany Service indicates to the faithful to bless their homes 
with the Holy Water as an expression of faith to God that He grants them a 
prosperous and healthy New Year. Everyone is encouraged to continue this 
tradition and bless their home with the Holy Water that they receive from the 
Church on January 6th. Those parishioners who wish for Father Michael to visit 
their home so that it may be blessed, are asked to fill out the information below 
and return this form to the Church office. We also please ask you to contact 
Father Michael via telephone or email to make the necessary arrangements. 
Thank you and have a Happy New Year! 
 
 
Name/Ὸνομα 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address/Διεὺθυνση 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone Number/Αριθμὸς Τηλεφὼνου 
 
________________________________________________________________  
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Liturgical Calendar
Sunday, January 5:	 Eve of Epiphany:  Orthros 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am (Strict Fast) 

Monday, January 6:	 Holy Epiphany Day:  Orthros 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 
The Blessing of the Great Waters will take place at the end of the Liturgy. Procession to the Ocean 
for the Throwing of the Blessed Cross. 

Sunday, January 12:	Sunday after Holy Epiphany:  Orthros 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

Sunday, January 19:	12th Sunday of St. Luke:  Orthros 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

Sunday, January 26:	15th Sunday of St. Luke (Zacchaus):  Orthros 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 

On the 6th of January we celebrate the Holy Baptism (Holy Epiphany) of our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ. This is a Major Feast Day of the Church. We must all make an effort to come to church 
on this day to worship and glorify our Lord. Blessing of the Great Waters will take place near the 
end of the Divine Liturgy. 

••••• Attention Everyone**** 
If the weather is good we will also go outside on the (Great Wall) to do the Blessing of the Waters 
and also the Throwing of the Cross into the Ocean. 

ON BEHALF OF THE PARISH COUNCIL, FR. MICHAEL, THE CHURCH STAFF, AND THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY OF ST. DEMETRIOS, WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE IN THE 

COMMUNITY A BLESSED AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR FILLED WITH MUCH LOVE, 
JOY, PEACE, AND HAPPINESS. 



GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 16

Issue 18  |  January 2025

 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL 

Prot. No. 442/2024 

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Christmas 

December 25, 2024 

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and 
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, 
Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day 
and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, 
and entirety of the Christ-loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America: 

And the [star] led the Magi to You, who worshipped You in faith; have mercy upon 
them and upon us. 

(Troparion, Plagal of the Second Mode) 

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, 

This Christmas, let us manifest a special joy and appreciation that even secular 
society acknowledges the Birth of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is often difficult to 
keep the Feast of the Nativity as pure as we would like to, with the seemingly endless 
commercialization that surrounds it. Nevertheless, even with all the tinsel and sparkle, 
the Name of the Lord is spread abroad by the world’s imperfect regard for Christmas. 
We can agree with Saint Paul who says: Christ is preached! More in every way, whether by 
pretext or by truth. And at this, I rejoice! And I shall rejoice more! (Philippians 1:18).  We 
should also share in the same joy, because as inadequate as secular and commercial 
observances of Christmas may be, at least people are exposed to the name and narrative 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Magi (from whence the word “magician comes), who were led to worship the 
Newborn Babe of Bethlehem by a Star, were astrologers watching the heavens for signs 
and wonders. They were not Jewish, but rather Persian, likely Zoroastrians, an ancient 
religion founded by Zoroaster (Greek: Ζωροάστρης), six centuries before the Birth of our 
Savior. They found their way to Bethlehem by following an exceptional Star that had 
arisen in the western night sky — a Star that had been prophesied in ways we do not fully 
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understand. Their path to Christ may not have followed the Hebrew Prophets, but it still 
led them to Him. 

There are so many in this world — Christian and non-Christian alike — whose 
connection to the Lord comes only through the Nativity and the many cultural traditions 
that have arisen around it. And perhaps, one day, like the Magi, a spiritual Star will arise 
in their hearts and lead them to the continuing Bethlehem, (which means the House of 
Bread), that is our Holy Orthodox Church. 

This Christmas Season let us take joy and not begrudge the journey of others. Let 
us be willing to find an understanding and even an admiration for all those who — like 
the Magi — observe with some degree of faith and recognition the Birth of our Savior. 
For He was born in a cave and laid in a manger for the sake of every human being, and 
indeed, for all creation.  

Χριστὸς Γεννᾶται! Δοξάσατε! Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 
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ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 
 
Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ.: 442/2024 

 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος Χριστουγέννων. 

25 Δεκεµβρίου 2024 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους 
Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς Διακόνισσες, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, 
τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους 
Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ 
Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες 
Ὀργανώσεις καὶ ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

 

«Καὶ Μάγους σοι προσήνεγκεν, ἐν πίστει προσκυνοῦντάς σε· µεθ᾽ ὧν ἐλέησον ἡµᾶς»  

(Τροπάριο τῶν ἀναγνωσµάτων τοῦ ἑσπερινοῦ τῶν Χριστουγέννων). 

 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ,   

 

 Τὰ φετεινὰ Χριστούγεννα ἀποτελοῦν ἀκόµη µία εὐκαιρία νὰ δοξάσουµε τὸ ὄνοµα τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, διότι ἀκόµη καὶ ἡ κοσµικὴ κοινωνία ἑορτάζει τὴ γέννηση τοῦ σωτῆρος καὶ κυρίου ἡµῶν 
Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Εἶναι ἀρκετὰ δύσκολο ἡ ἑορτὴ τῶν Χριστουγένων νὰ µείνει ἀνέγγιχτη ἀπὸ 
τὴ φαινοµενικὰ ἀτελείωτη ἐµπορευµατοποίση ποὺ τὴ συνοδεύει. Ὅµως ἀκόµη καὶ µέσα ἀπὸ 
τὰ στολίδια καὶ τὰ φωτάκια, ἀκόµη καὶ µὲ αὐτὴ τὴν ἀτελὴ κατανόηση τοῦ κόσµου γιὰ τὰ 
Χριστούγεννα, τὸ ὄνοµα τοῦ Κυρίου διαδίδεται, καθὼς καὶ ὁ ἀπόστολος Παῦλος λέει πρὸς 
τοὺς Φιλιππησίους: «Χριστὸς καταγγέλλεται! Καὶ ἐν παντὶ τρόπῳ, εἴτε προφάσει, εἴτε 
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ἀληθείᾳ. Καὶ ἐν τούτῳ χαίρω. Ἀλλὰ καὶ χαρήσοµα!ι» (1:18). Συµµετέχουµε λοιπὸν στὴ χαρὰ 
τοῦ ἀποστόλου Παύλου, διότι ὅσο ἀνεπαρκεῖς καὶ ἂν εἶναι οἱ κοσµικὲς ἐκδηλώσεις γιὰ τὶς 
ἑορτὲς τῶν Χριστουγέννων, τουλάχιστον οἱ ἄνθρωποι εὐαγγελίζονται µὲ τὸ ὄνοµα καὶ τὴν 
ἀφήγηση τῆς γεννήσεως τοῦ Κυρίου ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ.  

  

Οἱ Μάγοι, οἱ ὁποῖοι ὁδηγήθηκαν νὰ προσκυνήσουν  τὸ νεογέννητο βρέφος στὴ 
Βηθλεέµ, ἀκολουθώντας τὸν ἀστέρα, ἦταν ἀστρολόγοι καὶ ἐρευνούσαν τὸν οὐρανὸ γιὰ 
σηµεῖα, ἐξηγώντας τὰ µελλούµενα. Δὲν ἦταν Ἰουδαῖοι ἀλλὰ Πέρσες, πιθανότατα 
Ζωροάστρες, µιὰ θρησκεία ποὺ ἵδρυσε ὁ Ζωροάστρης ἕξι αἰῶνες πρὶν τὴ γέννηση τοῦ 
Σωτῆρος µας. Βρῆκαν τὸ δρόµο γιὰ τὴ Βηθλεέµ, ἀκολουθώντας ἕνα ὑπέρλαµπρο ἀστέρι, ποὺ 
ἀνέτειλε στὸ δυτικὸ νυχτερινὸ οὐρανό, µὲ ἕνα τρόπο ποὺ ἀποκαλύφθηκε σὲ αὐτοὺς χωρὶς 
νὰ µποροῦµε νὰ τὸν κατανοήσουµε πλήρως. Ἡ πορεία αὐτὴ µπορεῖ νὰ µὴν ἦταν ἡ ἴδια µὲ 
αὐτὴ τῶν ἑβραίων προφητῶν, ἀλλὰ τοὺς ὁδήγησε καὶ αὐτοὺς πρὸς τὸ Χριστό. 

  

Πολλοὶ ἄνθρωποι στὸν κόσµο, χριστιανοὶ καὶ µή, ἔχουν ἐπαφὴ µὲ τὸν Κύριο µόνο 
µέσα ἀπὸ τὰ Χριστούγεννα καὶ τὶς πολυάριθµες πολιτιστικὲς παραδόσεις ποὺ ἔχουν 
ἀναπτυχθεῖ γιὰ αὐτὴν τὴ µεγάλη ἑορτή. Ἴσως κάποια µέρα, ὅπως στοὺς Μάγους, ἀνατείλει 
καὶ γιὰ αὐτοὺς κάποιο πνευµατικὸ ἀστέρι ποὺ θὰ τοὺς ὁδηγήσει στὴν αἰώνια Βηθλεέµ, ἡ 
ὁποία µεταφράζεται ὡς «ἡ οἰκία τοῦ ἄρτου» καὶ εἶναι ἡ  Ἁγία Ὀρθόδοξη Ἐκκλησία µας.   

   

Αὐτὰ τὰ Χριστούγεννα ἂς γευθοῦµε αὐτὴ τὴν ἀνυπέρβλητη χαρὰ χωρὶς νὰ 
κατακρίνουµε τὸ ταξίδι τῶν ἄλλων, ποὺ ὅπως οἱ Μάγοι παρατηροῦν καὶ ἀναγνωρίζουν µὲ 
κάποια πίστη τὴ γέννηση τοῦ Σωτῆρος µας. Διότι γεννήθηκε στὸ σπήλαιο καὶ 
σπαργανώθηκε στὴ φάτνη γιὰ κάθε ἄνθρωπο καὶ γιὰ ὅλη τὴν κτίση! 

Χριστὸς Γεννᾶται! Δοξάσατε!, 

 

† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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Prot. No. 828 
 
PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL  
FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

+ B A R T H O L O M E W 
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME  

AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH  
TO ALL THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH 

GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE  
FROM THE SAVIOR CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM 

 
Most honorable brother hierarchs and blessed children in the Lord, 
 
 With the grace from above, we have once again this year arrived at the festal day of the 
Nativity in the flesh of God the Word, who came into the world and dwelt among us “out of his 
ineffable loving for humankind.” We honor with psalms and hymns as well as with 
inexpressible joy the great mystery of the Incarnation, which is “newer than everything new, the 
only new thing under the sun,”1 through which the way is opened for us to deification by grace 
and the entire creation is renewed. Christmas is not the experience of emotions that “come 
rapidly and depart even more rapidly.” It is the existential participation in the whole event of 
Divine Economy. As testified by the Evangelist Matthew (ch. 1. 18–2.1-23), the leaders of the 
world sought to obliterate the divine infant from the outset. For us faithful, along with the cry 
that “Christ is born” in the feast of the incarnation of the Son and Word of God the Father, as 
well as the mournful bells of His passion, we also hear the cry that “Christ is risen,” the good 
news of the victory over death and expectation of the common resurrection. 
 The words “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace” are heard once more in a 
world filled with violence, social injustice and dissolution of human dignity. The stunning 
progress of science and technology does not reach the depth of the human soul, because human 
beings are always more than what science can comprehend or to which the advancement of 
technology aspires. The gap between heaven and earth in our human existence cannot be 
scientifically bridged. 
 Today there is much talk about “the metahuman” and praise of artificial intelligence. The 
dream of “the superhuman” is of course hardly new. The concept of “the metahuman” is based 
on technological progress and his equipment with means previously unimaginable to human 
experience and history, through which humankind will be able to transcend currently valid 
human measures. The Church is not technophobic. It approaches scientific knowledge as “a 
divinely granted gift to human beings,” without however overlooking or suppressing the 

	
1 John of Damascus, An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, PG 94.984. 
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dangers of scientism. The Encyclical of the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church 
(Crete, 2016) also emphasizes the contribution of Christianity “to the healthy development of 
secular civilization,” since God “established human beings as stewards of sacred creation and 
His coworkers in the world.” Moreover, it also highlights: “The Orthodox Church sets against 
the ‘man-god’ of the contemporary world the ‘God-man’ as the ultimate measure of all things. 
“We do not speak of a man who has been deified, but of God who has become man (John of 
Damascus, An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith iii, 2 PG 94.988).”2 
 The answer to the crucial question—namely, how can we preserve the “culture of 
personhood,” the respect for its sacredness and emphasis on its beauty, until the final “eighth 
day” in the face of the titanism and prometheanism of the technological culture, its evolution 
and transmutation, in the midst of anthropotheistic changes and exaggerations of humankind—
has been given once for all in the mystery of Divine Humanity. God the Word became flesh, the 
“truth has come” and “the shadow has passed.” For human beings, speaking the truth will 
forevermore be associated with their relationship to God as the response to God’s descent 
toward them and as the expectation and encounter of the coming Lord of glory. This living faith 
supports the human struggle to respond to the contradictions and challenges of earthly life, to 
life “by bread” (Mt 4.4), to survival as well as social and cultural development. Nevertheless, 
nothing in our life can thrive without reference to God, without the horizon of “the fullness of 
life, the fullness of joy and the fullness of knowledge” of His Kingdom.3 
 Christmas is an opportunity for us to become conscious of the mystery of divine freedom 
and the great miracle of human freedom. Christ knocks on the door of the human heart, yet only 
human beings honored with such freedom are able to open that door. “Clearly, without Him, 
without Christ,” as the late Fr. Georges Florovsky writes, “man cannot do anything. But there is 
something that only man can do—namely, respond to God’s call and welcome Christ.”4 
 By saying “Yes” to this calling from above, Christ is revealed as “the true light” (Jn 1.9), 
“the way, the truth and the life” (Jn 14.6), the answer to the ultimate questions and pursuits of 
the intellect, to the desires of the heart and the hopes of humankind, but also to the “whence” 
and “whereto” of creation. We belong to Christ, in Whom all things are united. Christ is “the 
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev. 22.13). In His 
voluntary incarnation “for us men and for our salvation,” the Word of God “did not dwell in a 
single human being, but embraced human nature in its entirety with His hypostasis,”5 thereby 
establishing the common eternal destiny and unity of humanity. He does not liberate one 
people, but the entire race of humankind; He does not savingly divide only history, but renews 
the whole creation. Just as for history, so too for the universe, “before Christ” and “after Christ” 
holds definitively and determinately valid. Throughout its journey in the world, in history and 

	
2 Encyclical, § 10. 
3 Alexander Schmemann, I believe (Athens: Akritas Editions, 1991), 129 [from the Greek]. 
4 Georges Florovsky, Creation and Redemption (Thessaloniki: Pournaras Editions, 1983) [from the Greek]. 
5 Nicholas Cabasilas, Nine Unpublished Homilies (Thessaloniki, 1976), 108. 
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Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ. 870 
 
ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΙΚΗ ΑΠΟΔΕΙΞΗ  
ΓΙΑ ΤΑ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΑ 
  
 

+ Β Α Ρ Θ Ο Λ Ο Μ Α Ι Ο Σ 
ΕΛΕῼ ΘΕΟΥ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΟΣ ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΟΥΠΟΛΕΩΣ – ΝΕΑΣ ΡΩΜΗΣ  

ΚΑΙ ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ 
ΣΕ ΟΛΟ ΤΟ ΠΛΗΡΩΜΑ ΤΗΣ ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΑΣ 

ΧΑΡΗ, ΕΛΕΟΣ ΚΑΙ ΕΙΡΗΝΗ  
ΑΠΟ ΤΟΝ ΓΕΝΝΗΘΕΝΤΑ ΣΤΗ ΒΗΘΛΕΕΜ ΣΩΤΗΡΑ ΧΡΙΣΤΟ 

 
Τιµιώτατοι ἀδελφοὶ Ἱεράρχες καὶ τέκνα ἐν Κυρίῳ εὐλογηµένα, 
 
Μὲ ἄνωθεν εὐδοκία φθάσαµε καὶ ἐφέτος στὴν πανέορτη ἡµέρα τῆς κατὰ σάρκα 

Γεννήσεως τοῦ Θεοῦ Λόγου, ποὺ ἦρθε στὴ γῆ καὶ συναναστράφηκε µαζί µας «δι᾿ ἄφατον 
φιλανθρωπίαν». Τιµοῦµε µὲ ψαλµοὺς καὶ ὕµνους καὶ µὲ ἀνεκλάλητη χαρὰ τὸ µέγα µυστήριο 
τῆς Ἐνανθρωπήσεως, τὸ «πιὸ καινούργιο ἀπὸ ὅλα τὰ καινούργια, τὸ µόνο καινούργιο στὸν 
κόσµο»1, διὰ τοῦ ὁποίου διανοίγεται στὸν ἄνθρωπο ἡ ὁδὸς τῆς κατὰ χάριν θέωσης καὶ 
ἀνακαινίζεται σύµπασα ἡ κτίση. Τὰ Χριστούγεννα δὲν εἶναι βίωση συναισθηµατισµῶν, οἱ 
ὁποῖοι «γρήγορα ἔρχονται καὶ ἀκόµη ταχύτερα παρέρχονται». Εἶναι ὑπαρξιακὴ µετοχὴ στὸ 
ὅλο γεγονὸς τῆς Θείας Οἰκονοµίας, τοῦ σχεδίου τοῦ Θεοῦ γιὰ τὴ σωτηρία τοῦ κόσµου. Καθὼς 
µαρτυρεῖ ὁ Εὐαγγελιστὴς Ματθαῖος2, ἡ ἡγεσία τοῦ κόσµου θέλησε ἀπὸ τὴν ἀρχὴ νὰ ἀφανίσει 
τὸ Θεῖο Βρέφος. Γιὰ τοὺς πιστούς, µαζὶ µὲ τὸ «Χριστὸς γεννᾶται» τῆς ἑορτῆς τῆς Σαρκώσεως 
τοῦ Υἱοῦ καὶ Λόγου τοῦ Θεοῦ Πατρὸς καὶ τὶς πένθιµες καµπάνες τοῦ  Πάθους, ἠχεῖ πάντοτε 
ταυτόχρονα καὶ τὸ «Χριστός Ἀνέστη», τὸ εὐάγγελο µήνυµα τῆς νίκης κατὰ τοῦ θανάτου καὶ 
τῆς προσδοκίας τῆς κοινῆς ἀναστάσεως. 

Τὸ «Δόξα ἐν ὑψίστοις Θεῷ καὶ ἐπὶ γῆς εἰρήνη» ἀκούγεται καὶ πάλι σὲ ἕνα κόσµο 
γεµᾶτο ἀπὸ βιαιότητες, κοινωνικὴ ἀδικία καὶ καταρράκωση τῆς ἀνθρώπινης ἀξιοπρέπειας. 
Ἡ ἐκπληκτικὴ πρόοδος τῆς ἐπιστήµης καὶ τῆς τεχνολογίας δὲν φθάνει στὸ βάθος τῆς 
ἀνθρώπινης ψυχῆς, ἀφοῦ ὁ ἄνθρωπος εἶναι πάντοτε περισσότερο ἀπὸ αὐτὸ ποὺ µπορεῖ νὰ 
συλλάβει ἡ ἐπιστήµη καὶ ἀπὸ αὐτὸ στὸ ὁποῖο ἀποβλέπει ἡ πρόοδος τῆς τεχνολογίας. Μέσα 
στὸ εἶναι τοῦ ἀνθρώπου δὲν γεφυρώνεται ἐπιστηµονικὰ τὸ χάσµα µεταξὺ οὐρανοῦ καὶ γῆς. 

Σήµερα ἀκούγεται ὁ λόγος περὶ τοῦ «µετανθρώπου» καὶ ἐγκωµιάζεται ἡ τεχνητὴ 
νοηµοσύνη. Βέβαια, τὸ ὄνειρο ἑνὸς «ὑπερανθρώπου» δὲν εἶναι καινοφανές. Ἡ ἰδέα τοῦ 
«µετανθρώπου» στηρίζεται στὴν τεχνολογικὴ πρόοδο καὶ στὸν ἐξοπλισµό του µὲ 
πρωτοφανῆ στὴν ἀνθρώπινη ἐµπειρία καὶ ἱστορία µέσα, διὰ τῶν ὁποίων θὰ µπορέσει νὰ 
ὑπερβῇ τὸ ἀνθρώπινο µέτρο ποὺ ἰσχύει µέχρι σήµερα. Ἡ Ἐκκλησία δὲν εἶναι τεχνοφοβική. 

 
1 «πάντων καινῶν καινότατον, τὸ µόνον καινὸν ὑπὸ τὸν ἥλιον», Ἰωάννου Δαµασκηνοῦ, Ἔκδοσις ἀκριβὴς 

τῆς ὀρθοδόξου πίστεως, PG 94, 984. 
2 Ματθ. α’, 18 - β’, 1-23. 
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Προσεγγίζει τὴν ἐπιστηµονικὴ γνῶση ὡς «δῶρον τοῦ Θεοῦ στὸν ἄνθρωπο», χωρὶς ὅµως νὰ 
ἀγνοεῖ ἢ νὰ ἀποσιωπᾷ τοὺς κινδύνους τοῦ ἐπιστηµονισµοῦ. Στὴν Ἐγκύκλιο τῆς Ἁγίας καὶ 
Μεγάλης Συνόδου τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας (Κρήτη, 2016), τονίζεται ἡ συµβολὴ τοῦ 
Χριστιανισµοῦ καὶ «στὴν ὑγιῆ ἀνάπτυξη τοῦ θύραθεν πολιτισµοῦ», ἀφοῦ ὁ Θεός «ἔθεσε τὸν 
ἄνθρωπο ὡς οἰκονόµο τῆς θείας δηµιουργίας καὶ συνεργό Του στὸν κόσµο». Ἐν συνεχείᾳ, 
σηµειώνεται µὲ ἔµφαση: «Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξη Ἐκκλησία, ἔναντι τοῦ συγχρόνου ῾ἀνθρωποθεοῦ᾽, 
προβάλλει τὸν ῾Θεάνθρωπο᾽ ὡς ἔσχατο µέτρο πάντων: ῾Δὲν µιλᾶµε γιὰ ἄνθρωπο ποὺ 
ἀποθεώθηκε, ἀλλὰ γιὰ Θεὸ ποὺ ἐνανθρώπισε᾽»3. 

Ἡ ἀπάντηση στὸ κρίσιµο ἐρώτηµα, πῶς θὰ διασωθεῖ ὁ «πολιτισµὸς τοῦ προσώπου», ὁ 
σεβασµὸς τῆς ἱερότητας καὶ ἡ ἀνάδειξη τῆς ὡραιότητάς του µέχρι τὴν ἔσχατη «ὄγδοη 
ἡµέρα», µὲ τὸν τιτανισµὸ καὶ τὸν προµηθεϊσµὸ τοῦ τεχνολογικοῦ πολιτισµοῦ, τῶν 
µετεξελίξεων καὶ τῶν µεταπτώσεών του, ἐν µέσῳ ἀνθρωποθεϊστικῶν µετανθρωπισµῶν ἢ 
ὑπερανθρωπισµῶν, δόθηκε ἅπαξ καὶ διὰ παντὸς στὸ µυστήριο τῆς Θεανθρωπινότητας. Ὁ 
Θεὸς Λόγος ἔγινε σάρκα, ἡ «ἀλήθεια ἦρθε» καὶ «ἔφυγε ἡ σκιά. Ἀπὸ τῶρα καὶ στὸ διηνεκὲς ἡ 
ἀλήθεια γιὰ τὸν ἄνθρωπο θὰ συνδέεται µὲ τὴ σχέση του µὲ τὸ Θεό, ὡς ἀπάντηση στὴν 
κάθοδο τοῦ Θεοῦ πρὸς αὐτὸν καὶ ὡς ἀναµονὴ καὶ ὑποδοχὴ τοῦ Κυρίου τῆς δόξης ποὺ ἔρχεται. 
Ἡ ζωντανὴ αὐτὴ πίστη στηρίζει τὸν ἀγῶνα τοῦ ἀνθρώπου νὰ ἀνταποκριθεῖ στὶς ἀντιφάσεις 
καὶ τὶς προκλήσεις τῆς ἐπίγειας ζωῆς του, στὴ ζωὴ «µὲ τὸν ἄρτο», στὴν ἐπιβίωση καὶ τὴν 
κοινωνικὴ καὶ πολιτισµικὴ ἀνάπτυξη. Τίποτε ὅµως στὴ ζωή µας δὲν εὐδοκιµεῖ χωρὶς 
ἀναφορὰ στὸ Θεό, µὲ ὁρίζοντα τὴν «πληρότητα ζωῆς, τὴν πληρότητα χαρᾶς καὶ τὴν 
πληρότητα γνώσεως» τῆς Βασιλείας Του.4.    

Τὰ Χριστούγεννα εἶναι εὐκαιρία γιὰ νὰ συνειδητοποιήσουµε τὸ µυστήριο τῆς 
ἐλευθερίας τοῦ Θεοῦ καὶ τὸ µέγα θαῦµα τῆς ἐλευθερίας τοῦ ἀνθρώπου. Ὁ Χριστὸς κρούει 
τὴν πόρτα τῆς ἀνθρώπινης καρδιᾶς, µπορεῖ ὅµως νὰ τὴν ἀνοίξει µόνο ὁ ἴδιος ὁ ἄνθρωπος, ὁ 
ὁποῖος ἔχει τιµηθεῖ µὲ τὴν ἐλευθερία. «Ἀσφαλῶς, χωρὶς Αὐτόν, χωρὶς τὸν Χριστό», γράφει ὁ 
µακαριστός π. Γεώργιος Φλωρόφσκυ, «ὁ ἄνθρωπος δὲν µπορεῖ νὰ κάνει τίποτε. Κι ὅµως, 
ὑπάρχει κάτι ποὺ µόνο ἀπὸ τὸν ἄνθρωπο µπορεῖ νὰ γίνει – τὸ νὰ ἀνταποκριθεῖ στὴν κλήση 
τοῦ Θεοῦ καὶ νὰ ῾δεχθεῖ᾽ τὸ Χριστό»5. 

Λέγοντας τὸ «Ναί» στὴν ἄνωθεν κλήση, ὁ Χριστὸς ἀποκαλύπτεται ὡς «τὸ φῶς τὸ 
ἀληθινό»6, ὡς «ἡ ὁδὸς, ἡ ἀλήθεια καὶ ἡ ζωή»7, ὡς ἡ ἀπάντηση στὰ ἔσχατα ἐρωτήµατα καὶ τὶς 
ἀναζητήσεις τοῦ µυαλοῦ, στοὺς καρδιακοὺς πόθους καὶ τὶς ἐλπίδες τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, ἀλλὰ καὶ 
στὰ ἐρωτήµατα: «ἀπὸ ποῦ καὶ γιὰ ποιό λόγο» τῆς δηµιουργίας. Ἀνήκουµε στὸ Χριστό, σὲ 

 
3 «Οὐκ ἄνθρωπον ἀποθεωθέντα λέγοµεν, ἀλλὰ Θεὸν ἐνανθρωπήσαντα», (Ἰωάννου Δαµασκηνοῦ, 

Ἔκδοσις ἀκριβὴς τῆς ὀρθοδόξου πίστεως, Γ΄, 2 PG 94, 988), Ἐγκύκλιος, § 10. 
4 «παρέδραµεν ἡ σκιά. Εἰς τὸ διηνεκὲς τὸ ἀληθεύειν διὰ τὸν ἄνθρωπον θὰ συνδέεται µὲ τὴν σχέσιν του 

µὲ τὸν Θεόν, ὡς ἀπάντησις εἰς τὴν κάθοδον τοῦ Θεοῦ πρὸς αὐτὸν καὶ ὡς ἀναµονὴ καὶ ὑπάντησις τοῦ ἐρχοµένου 
Κυρίου τῆς δόξης. Ἡ ζῶσα αὐτὴ πίστις στηρίζει τὸν ἀγῶνα τοῦ ἀνθρώπου νὰ ἀνταποκριθῇ εἰς τὰς ἀντιφάσεις 
καὶ τὰς προκλήσεις τοῦ ἐπιγείου βίου του, εἰς τὴν «ἐπ᾿ ἄρτῳ» ζωήν4, εἰς τὴν ἐπιβίωσιν καὶ τὴν κοινωνικὴν καὶ 
πολιτισµικὴν ἀνάπτυξιν. Τίποτε ὅµως εἰς τὴν ζωήν µας δὲν εὐδοκιµεῖ ἄνευ ἀναφορᾶς εἰς τὸν Θεόν, µὲ ὁρίζοντα 
τὴν «πληρότητα ζωῆς, τὴν πληρότητα χαρᾶς καὶ τὴν πληρότητα γνώσεως» τῆς Βασιλείας Του». Ἀλεξάνδρου 
Σµέµαν, Πιστεύω, ἐκδ. Ἀκρίτα, Ἀθήνα 1991, σ. 129. 

5 Γεωργίου Φλωρόφσκυ, Δηµιουργία καὶ ἀπολύτρωση, ἐκδ. Πουρναρᾶ, Θεσσαλονίκη 1983, σ. 17. 
6 Ἰωάν. α’, 9. 
7 Ἰωάν. ιδ΄, 6. 
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY 

IEPA MHTPOIIOAI.E NEA.E IEP.EEH.E 

CHRISTMAS 2024 

TToooovv  ryry  nnererppeettvvooc;c;  EEVV  yyereraaTTppll  nnnn  KKererll  TTEEllccrrnnLL  vvii66vv,,  KKererll  KKererAAffoooovvaaLLVV  TTOO  oovvooµµerer

erervvwwvv  EEµµµµcrcrvvoovvryrykk  66  ttaannvv  µµEE88EEppµµT]T]vvWW66ffLLEEvvoovv  MMEE88''  ryryµµwwvv  66  88EE66c;c;..  MMaa,:,:88..  11::2233

«O OUQavac; Ka( � yf], cn'jµEQOV �vw0riaav, n:x0tvwc; '[Ql) XQLCT'COU. I:tjµcQOV 01:ac; £TTL yf]c; 
1WQaytyovc:, Ka( &v0QW1Wc; de; OUQavouc; ava�E�T)KE». 'Ibou, 6 tvav0Qwretjaac; Ylac; Ka( Aayoc; '[Ql) 

0rnu, 6 KUQLOc; �µwv 'Iriaouc; XQLCT't:ac;, 6 I:w�Qac; 't:OU Kaaµou avcq.1wa µac;. 0 0c:ac; Ka,:17,\81: a� Y11 
yta va ava�t�aaEL a,:a ut)!oc; '[Ql) OUQavou ,:av a:v0Qwreo. rL\01: 6 KUQLOc; YLCI'. VC( 81:QamuaEL ,:a µtya 
't:Qauµa, ,:av a:v8Qwreo. rL\01: 6 KUQtOc; yta va awan ,:av av8Qwreo area ,:av 8avmo, �v aµaQ't'.La Ka( 
,:av bta�o,\o. 1--l,\81: 6 KuQtoc; YLCI'. va cptQEL �v c:iQtjvri wu ouQavou a,:av ,:aQayµtvo Kaaµo. 

Mt µnavOLa MTj0tvtj, µt ,:am(vwari mQLCTOTJ Ka( Ka0aQtj KaQblCI'. ac; TIOQEU0ouµE Ka( eµc:ic; 

orewc; ol reOLµev1:c; nQac; �v BTJ0AEtµ YLCI'. va auvav�aouµE ,:av ,:q8ev,:a K6QtO. Ac; TIQoac:yy(aouµE ,:a 
µeya µumtjQtO �c; tvav0QWTitjaEwc; rnu KuQ(ou µt ,:tjv ovµµc:wxtj µac; a,:a µua,:tjQta ,:f]c; 'EKKAT)a(ac; 

µac; Ka( CT't:T] XCtQTJ TOU 0rnu. Ka( ac; TIQOCTWXTJ80uµE area KaQb(ac; 6 EV CTTIT]Aa.(4-> YEVVTJ0ELc; KUQLOc; va 

Ka,:areavaEt ,:ouc; bmµovtKouc; TioMµouc; Ka( va xaQ(an ELQtjVTJ a,:(c; KaQbttc; ,:wv av8QWTIWV. 

Ka,\a. XQLO-rouy,vva Kai ,vAoY11µi.vo -ro vfov E'tO<; 2025 ' 

""BBeehhoolldd,,  tthhee  vviirrggiinn  wwiillll  ccoonncceeiivvee  aanndd  bbeeaarr  aa  ssoonn,,  aanndd  tthheyey  wwiillll  ccaallll  

hhiiss  nnaammee  EEmmmmaannuueell""  ((wwhhiicchh  mmeeaannss  ""GGoodd  wwiitthh  uuss""))..  MMaatttthheeww  11::2233  

"Heaven and Earth have been united today, now that Christ has been born. Today God has 

appeared on Earth, and Man has ascended to the Heavens." Behold, the Incarnate Son and the Logos of 

God the Father, our Lord, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world is in our midst. God has descended to Earth 

so that He may raise Man to the heights of Heaven. The Lord has come to heal Man of his great wound. 

The Lord has come to save Man from Sin, death, and the devil. The Lord has come to bring the peace of 

Heaven to a troubled and distressed world. 

With true repentance, with abundant humility, and with a pure heart, let us journey, like the 
Wisemen of old, to Bethlehem so that we may greet our Newborn Jesus. Let us approach the great Mystery 
of the Incarnation of our Lord by participating in the Holy Sacraments of our Church, and in the joy of 
God. And let us pray with all our hearts that our Lord, who was born in a cave, may bring an end to 
demonic wars and grant peace to the hearts of all Mankind. 

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year 2024! 

With Paternal Love and Blessings in Christ, the Newborn King, 

1 �\'• §:���;�L�r
)

\�• > 
Metropolitan of New Jersey 

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 • Tel: (908) 301-0500 • Fax: (908) 301-1397 

Web: www.nj.goarch.org • E-mail: rnctropolis@·nj.goarch.org 
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St. Demetrios: Our Church

A new month… A new year! Αρχιμηνιά κ´Αρχιχρονιά! A fresh 
start….All is calm as we bask in the joyful celebration of 
our Lord’s birth. For us Orthodox Christians the celebration 
continues as we commemorate the Epiphany, the Theophania 
on January 6th. What a wonderful experience it must have 
been for those witnessing the divine revelation of the Holy 
Trinity! Jesus being baptized by John the Baptist in the River 
Jordan, the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descending on 
Jesus, as the heavens above open and the voice of God is 
heard proclaiming “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased!” 

This is the reason that our Church signifies this day as one of 
the most important days on the liturgical calendar; the Glory of 
God is revealed to us. This inspirational day in early January, 
decreed by the Holy Fathers, sets the pace for all the major 
feast days that our Church will commemorate throughout the 
year. 

We, the members of every congregation, are the LIVING 
CHURCH of Christ. Our beautiful St. Demetrios building is the 
church, as are all sanctified structures in which parishioners 
gather to attend services. This is the building which calls us 
to worship and thank God. On Sunday morning at 10 o’clock 
no matter where we are we know that the liturgical service is 
beginning. Even if we find ourselves far from St. Demetrios, our 
heart tells us that we belong in church, hearing the Good News, 
celebrating the Eucharistic Liturgy, glorifying and worshipping 
God with our church family. What could be so important on 
Sunday mornings and during the vespers of high holy days 
as to draw us away from our church, away from honoring and 
thanking God as an Orthodox Christian community. Of course, 
we pray as individuals at home or wherever we find ourselves, 
but it pleases God more to see His children-His Body-united 
in prayer glorifying His name. Do we not realize that our fellow 
parishioners miss us when we are absent from among them?

The following comes from the late Father Menelaos 
Papageorgiou, Protopresbyteros, of the Greek Orthodox 

Church “Zoodohos Peghe” in Martin’s Ferry, Ohio which the 
author finds worthy of sharing with the readers of the Koinonia.
“I am your church. I am here because you built me. I am 
beautifully situated in your midst. In the center of your 
community I will be a cherished landmark to the thousands 
who come to my door over the years. You built me because 
you knew that your life would be incomplete and unfulfilled 
without me. I am your church. I am here not simply to adorn, 
but to serve. Your children and youth come to me to learn 
the ways of honesty, industry, morality and religion. Your 
brides and grooms come to my altar that their weddings may 
be hallowed and sweetened by divine blessings. I am your 
church. I comfort your sick and sorrowing. I bury your dead 
and offer rest and solace to the weary. I bring pardon and 
peace to those who are burdened with sin. My message of 
mercy brings new life. I am your church. My doors are open 
to all-rich and poor, bond and free. My pulpit rings out the 
message of good will to men, of peace and pardon and of a 
Savior’s love to all. I teach you the ways of life and guide you 
on the road to heaven. I am your church. Come and worship 
with me; and I will serve you all your days on this earth and 
beyond.”

As you read Father Papageorgiou’s meaning of the church, 
can’t you hear our beloved St. Demetrios speaking to you? 
Can you imagine life without our church? I don’t think any of 
us can. St. Demetrios offers us several avenues to nurture us 
spiritually, learning more about our Lord Jesus Christ and thus 
bringing us closer to Him. How do we respond?

As we begin the new year and make many resolutions to 
improve our personal lives, let us resolve not to overlook 
resolutions which will benefit our souls. Let us resolve to 
address our spiritual needs in preparation for our salvation by 
giving as much, if not more, thought and effort to our spiritual 
well-being as we do to our material needs. 

Beginning this Sunday morning let us resolve to be IN 
church regularly; accepting the invitation of the Panaghia 
Platitera embracing us with outstretched arms, answering the 
welcoming call to worship of St. Demetrios.

Let us heed the words of Father Papageorgiou by taking 
an in-depth look at our beloved St. Demetrios; showing our 
appreciation for all that she offers us by supporting her; not 
only monetarily, but with our time and God-given talents so 
that she “will serve (us) all (our) days on this earth and beyond.

Wishing you a Blessed and Happy New Year!

On a lighter note the author thinks that you will enjoy 
“The Month After Christmas” 

(Continued...)

thoughts 
from
EVA LALLAS
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ACTUAL ANNOUNCEMENTS TAKEN 
FROM CHURCH BULLETINS!

Don't let worry kill you - let the church help. 

Thursday night - Potluck Supper. 
Prayer and medication to follow. 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick 
of our church and community.
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As we know our Greek culture is very rich as is the 
Greek language.  Through the ages from ancient to 
modern times parables and sayings have survived and 
are often found in today’s conversations.  We offer 
several of these each month and invite you to submit 
those that are familiar to you.

Hear Ye!      Hear Ye!
January 2025 marks the FIRST Anniversary of The Greek Corner!

We have not yet received any of your Greek sayings, parables, etc.  Those that we have 
included are those that I recall and use in conversation, but I don’t want to run out of 

them.  So, please forward any that you are familiar with and send them to Father Michael:  
frmichaelstdemetrios@gmail.com.

Thank you.

1.).  Ο καλός φίλος στην ανάγκη φαίνεται!
       A friend in need is a friend indeed!

2.).  Tο σίδερο ζεστό κολάη!
       Strike while the iron is hot!

3.). Όποιος βιάζεται, σκοντάφτει!
       One who is in a hurry, stumbles!

       Haste makes waste!

4.).  Δέκα, δέκα τα λέγη!
       He/she speaks 10 words at a time!  Talks a lot!  Motor mouth!  Blabber mouth!

5.).  Όποιος γυρίζει, μυρίζει!  και όποιος κάθεται, βρωμάει!
        One who makes the rounds, gets a whiff of everything!  One who is idle stinks!    

 An active person gets to see and get a taste for what is available; he generally comes out 
ahead; making better choices when shopping, comparing products and prices!

        One who is idle is limited in knowing what is available, in making choices.  

Greek
Corner
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Dinner Reservations
Table of 10..........$1,600 Single Ticket...........$160

Dinner Reservations
Dinner Reservations

All net proceeds from sponsorships and tickets for the 10th Anniversary Gala 

will be restricted to solely benefit the Sacred Ministries of the Metropolis of New Jersey

10th Anniversary Gala 
in Honor of the Episcopal Ordination of

His Eminence 
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis of New Jersey

Monday, January 13, 2025
5:30 P.M. Cocktail Hour

6:30 P.M. Dinner

The Venetian
546 River Drive, Garfield, NJ 07026

Tickets..........$160.00 per person Sponsorship Program Levels of Support
Sponsor..........................................................................$1,250

2 Tickets for Dinner, Listing in Program

Supporter......................................................................$2,500

4 Tickets for Dinner, Listing in Program

Patron...........................................................................$5,000

6 Tickets for Dinner, Listing in Program

Benefactor...................................................................$10,000

10 Tickets for Dinner, Listing in Program

Grand Benefactor........................................................$20,000

10 Tickets for Dinner, Full Program Insert

For more information contact the Metropolis at

 908-301-0500 or Email 10thAnniversaryNJ@gmail.com

For Sponsorships, please complete and submit the 

Sponsorship Form

All ticket purchases and sponsorships are due by January 3, 2025
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY 

lEPA MHTPOIIOAII NEAL lEPIEHI -
December 4, 2024 

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy 
Esteemed Members of the Metropolis Council, Beloved Archons of the Order of St. Andrew, 
Dedicated Members of the Parish Councils and Philoptochos Society, 
Devout Faithful of the Greek Orthodox Communities of the Sacred Metropolis of New Jersey 

Dear beloved Clergy and Faithful, 
It is with much joy and enthusiasm that we are pleased to share with you all of the information for 

the upcoming 10th Anniversary Gala in Honor of the Ten-Year Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of 
His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, which will take place on Monday, January 13, 2025, at 
The Venetian in Garfield, New Jersey. 

Enclosed with this letter please find the informative Gala Flyer for the ticket sales, as well as the details 
for the various levels of Sponsorships for this highly anticipated event. Please know that all proceeds from 
the 10th Anniversary Gala, as per the wishes of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos, will be designated to 
assisting with the sacred Ministries of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey. 

Please know that for Group/parish tickets, parishes are asked to collect the money from their 
parishioners for the ticket sales, fill out the enclosed Table Seating Form, and send one check for all the 
parish's tickets to the Metropolis (the same way that we do for the Honoree/Ambassador Banquets). 

Additionally, please find enclosed the 10 th Anniversary Gala Sponsorship Form. All Sponsorship 
forms are to be completed and sent together with payment to the Metropolis Headquarters, marked Attn: 10th 

Anniversary Sponsorship. 

All checks are to be made payable to the "Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey - Ministry," with 
"10th Anniversary Gala" in the memo line. For additional information please contact the Metropolis at 908-301- 
0500 or email lOthAnniversarvnj@�mail.com 

Please know that all tickets must be purchased and all sponsorships submitted to the Metropolis by 
Friday, January 3, 2025. We thank you in advance with your assistance and participation in this auspicious 
occasion and we wish all of you a most blessed and Merry Christmas. 

+)r<.'r,'.n--i. fJ,.'/o:l,,he,,) �YMtlY:.- ---�k.' 

+ Archim. Philotheos Tomczewski
Vicar of Northern New Jersey
Co-Chairman of the 10th Anniversary Banquet 

Vice-Presi e t of the Metropolis Council & 
Chairman of the 10th Anniversary Banquet 

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ 07090-1656 • Telephone: (908) 301-0500 • Fax:(908) 301-1397 
web: www.nj.goarch.org • e-mail: metropolis@goarch.org 
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SSPPOONNSSOORRSSHHIIPP  FFOORRMM  

Checks are to be made payable to the "Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey - Ministry" and 
sent together with this form to the Metropolis of New Jersey, Attn: 10th Anniversary Sponsorship,  

215 E. Grove Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 For more information contact 908-301-0500 or 
10thAnniversarynj@gmail.com.  All Sponsorships must be submitted by Friday, January 3, 2025. 

SSPPOONNSSOORRSSHHIIPP  LLEEVVEELLSS  
All Sponsorships Include a Listing in the Commemorative Program Booklet 

      Sponsor       Supporter       Patron       Benefactor 
�  $1,250.00 �  $2,500.00 �  $5,000.00 �  $10,000.00 

      Grand Benefactor 
$     $20,000.00 

+ 2 Tickets + 4 Tickets + 6 tickets + 10 Tickets. + 10 Tickets &
Full Program Insert

SSPPOONNSSOORR  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Individual, Parish or Organization Name (As you wish to be listed in the Program Booklet)

_______________________________________ 
Parish City & State 

TTAABBLLEE  FFOORRMM  
Please fill out the full names of individuals using the tickets included with the Sponsorship Level 

1. ____________________________________ 6. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________ 7. ____________________________________

3. ____________________________________ 8. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________ 9. ____________________________________

5. ____________________________________ 10. ___________________________________

1100tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  GGaallaa  
In Honor of the 10th Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of 

His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey 

________________________________________ 
Parish Name  

________________________________________________________________________________
Sponsor Contact Phone # 

______________________________________________________________________________  
Sponsor Contact Email
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" y-Ministry"
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In memory - In honor
Please contact the church at 

609-522-0152 or email 

frmichaelstdemetrios@gmail.com 

with your memorial information 

and donation.
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    A JOURNEY OF FAITH 

 To Thessaloniki, Mt. Athos and Constantinople 
Led by His Eminence Apostolos of New Jersey  

February 21-March 3, 2025: 11 Days / 9 Nights                         
 

  
                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Thessaloniki & Mt. Athos: See the most important religious sites in Northern Greece.  Visit Greece’s second largest 
city, Thessaloniki. Attend Liturgy at the Cathedral of St. Demetrios, visit the Monastery of St. John the Theologian in 
Souroti to venerate the grave of St. Paissios and visit the awe inspiring Meteora Monasteries. Men will depart for the 
Holy Mountain for two nights and the women will enjoy a visit to Ormylia Monastery and a visit to a museum in 
Thessaloniki.   
 
Constantinople: Visit the important Greek Orthodox sites: the Ecumenical Patriarchate and St George Cathedral, 
Agia Sophia, Panagia Vlacherna where the “Te Ypermahou” was first chanted, Chora and Baloukli Monastery - 
Zoodochos Peghe. Also, visit the Underground Cisterns. Shop at the exciting Grand Bazaar! Enjoy a birthday banquet 
for His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew as well as a private audience with the Patriarch (subject to 
confirmation). 
 

SPACE IS LIMITED and on a FIRST-COME BASIS 
RATE: Per person double occupancy $4700* & single occupancy $5635* 

*Rates include the air tax/fuel of approximately $475 which is not guaranteed until ticketing a month prior to departure. Rate 
above reflects a 4% check discount which does not apply if payment is made any other way. Due to Aegean Airlines group 
reservations policy, the air fare between Thessaloniki and Istanbul is not guaranteed and may be subject to fare increases  
depending on when you make your reservation to join the group. An air supplement may apply.  
  
Deposit of $800 due by November 20, 2024 or late booking fee of $50 per person will apply. 

 
YOUR TOUR WILL INCLUDE: 

*Round-trip airfare on Turkish Airlines: EWR / IST / Thessaloniki & IST / EWR & Aegean Airlines: Thessaloniki / ATH / IST 
*Private arrival and departure transfers in a deluxe air conditioned motorcoach with English speaking escort 
*7 1/2 days of private sightseeing for men & 6 days for the women. All entrance fees   are included. 
*Women: 6 nts first class hotel in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees. 
*Men: 4 nts first class accommodation in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees 
  &  2 nts accommodation on the Holy Mountain including meals and transportation on the Holy Mountain & roundtrip private ferries 
*All: 3 nts first class accommodation in Constantinople at the Divan Istanbul Hotel or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes  
  & service fees. 
*1 welcome dinner in Thessaloniki, 1 dinner in Constantinople & a banquet for His. All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
*Private audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (subject to confirmation)        
  
 

Cloud Tours Inc. 37-21 78th Street Jackson Heights, NY 11372 
                 Tel: 718-721-3808 Fax: 718-795-4356 Email: stephen@cloudtours.com   
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                                                                       A JOURNEY OF FAITH 

 TO THESSALONIKI, MT. ATHOS & CONSTANTINOPLE  
 Led by His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey                                                       

                                       February 21 – March 3, 2025: 11 Days / 9 Nights 
 

   I am requesting services for ________ people. The exact name on the passport (s) is/are:  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                           
Daytime Tel: ____________________ Evening Tel: __________________________Cell: ______________________________________                                   
Email: _______________________________             Special Requests: Meals (Diabetic, vegetarian etc.): __________________________  
Rooming with: _______________________________ Wheelchair: Yes___No___ Star Alliance number: __________________________              

 
SELECT BETWEEN OPTIONS I, II:   
OPTION I: Select either double or single occupancy inclusive of air: JFK / IST / Thessaloniki & Thessaloniki / IST & IST / EWR 
Per person double occupancy    $4700*   x 2 $____________  
Single occupancy      $5635 *   x 1 $____________ 
*Air tax/fuel of approximately $475 is include in the above prices and not guaranteed until ticketed and subject to change 
 
OPTION II: LAND ONLY: Select either double or single occupancy. (Transatlantic flights not included. Flights Thessaloniki to IST via 
Athens are included).  
Land only rate per person double occupancy   $3875*  x 2 $____________  
Land only rate single occupancy      $4810*  x 1 $____________  
Departure/Arrival transfers may not be included in Land Only rates  
ALL OPTIONS: Please add: Gratuities per person (not optional)    $  185    x _ $____________ 
                                            Delivery of documents (not optional)$    30    x 1 $            30.00_  
*Rates reflect a 4% check discount which does not apply if payment is made in any other way. Due to Aegean Airlines group reservations 
policy, the air fare between Thessaloniki and Istanbul is not guaranteed and may be subject to fare increases  
depending on when you make your reservation to join the group. An air supplement may apply.  
 

TRAVEL PROTECTION IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PURCHASING TRAVEL 
PROTECTION VISIT THE BELOW LINK FOR PLANS AND PREMIUMS 

www.travelexinsurance.com/index.aspx?location=32-0603&go=bp 
Travel protection is recommended. If you pay for it with your deposit, pre-existing medical conditions are covered 

Please mail this reservation form, a copy of your passport and a deposit of $800 per person payable to Cloud Tours Inc. 
SPACE IS LIMITED! RESERVE NOW! DEADLINE: November 20, 2024 or late booking fee, $50 applies 

 
TOUR INCLUDES:  
*Round-trip airfare on Turkish Airlines: EWR / IST / Thessaloniki & IST / EWR & Aegean Airlines: Thessaloniki / ATH / IST 
*Private arrival and departure transfers in a deluxe air conditioned motorcoach with English speaking escort 
*7 1/2 days of private sightseeing for men & 6 days for the women. All entrance fees as per itinerary are included. 
*Women: 6 nts first class hotel in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees. 
*Men: 4 nts first class accommodation in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees &  
 2 nts accommodation on the Holy Mountain including meals and transportation on the Holy Mountain & roundtrip private ferries 
*All: 3 nts first class accommodation in Constantinople at the Divan Istanbul Hotel or similar includ. daily breakfast, all taxes & service fees. 
*1 welcome dinner in Thessaloniki, 1 dinner in Constantinople & a banquet for His. All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
*Private audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (subject to confirmation)               

 
 CONDITIONS: Confirmation is subject to receipt of deposit with reservation form no later than Nov. 22 to guarantee your seat. Deposits received Nov. 23 and 
later are subject to a $50 late booking fee & applicable air surcharges. Final balance due Dec, 27, 2024.  Air taxes / fuel surcharges are not guaranteed unless 
ticketed. Ticketing must occur for the group at the same time.  A minimum of 25 people required or additional costs will apply. Cancellation fees: Once 
deposit is received, an administration fee of $200 per person applies in cases of all cancellations.  Additional fees for cancellations received between Nov 23, 
2024-Jan 2, 2025, $800 per person and between Jan 3- Jan 21, 75% of the tour price and between Jan 22, 2025 to day of departure, non-refundable. No refund 
for no-shows or unused portions of tour. Additional cancellation fees may be imposed by suppliers subject to date of cancellation.  Should the group cancel for 
any reason, including political strife, Cloud Tours reserves the right to charge $150 per person administration fee, Travel protection is recommended & must be 
paid with deposit to waive the pre-existing medical conditions exclusion. Travel protection is nonrefundable. You may request a copy of the Description of 
Coverage, prior to purchase, which includes the terms, conditions, limitations, and exclusions. This plan provides insurance coverage for your trip that applies 
only during the covered trip.  You may have coverage from other sources that provides you with similar benefits but may be subject to different restrictions 
depending upon your other coverages.  You may wish to compare the terms of this policy with your existing life, health, home and automobile policies.  If you 
have any questions about your current coverage, call your insurer, insurance agent or broker.   The purchase of this plan is not required in order to purchase any 
other travel product or service offered to you by your travel retailer”. Cloud Tours reserves the right to deny service to any person based upon its discretion 
and/or the particular needs or circumstances of a given group.  

CLOUD TOURS INC. 37-21 78th Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372 
                                                 Tel: 718 721 3808   Fax: 718 795 4356   Email: stephen@cloudtours.com  
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upcoming events
JOY (Ages 8-10)  |  HOPE (Ages 3-7)
Two Saturdays per month

PHILOPTOCHOS
1st Sunday of every month after Divine Liturgy

GREEK SCHOOL
Every Friday night from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Sponsor a Coffee 
Hour
Attention All Parishioners:

We have resumed the coffee 
hour following the Divine 
Liturgy on Sundays. Please 
consider sponsoring a coffee 
hour in memory of a loved one, for the health of your family, 
or in honor of our St. Demetrios Church.

Please call the office at 
609-522-0152 to schedule. Thank you.

St. Demetrios 
WEBSITE!

Check out St. Demetrios Church’s new website 
for a variety of information, stewardship and 
donations, bulletins and newsletters, links, and 
more! 

www.stdemetriosnewjersey.com

directory
Protopresbyter | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

Church Secretary | tbd

Parish Council: 
President | Nicholas D. Konides

Vice President | Dr. George Koumaras

Treasurer | Theodore Katsikaris

Secretary |� William Mitchell

Members of council:
Kosta Bilios

Spiro Kellis

George Mallous

George Tsiamis

George Papageorgiou

Sunday School | Sophia Kiniropoulos

Greek School | George Plamantouras

J.O.Y. | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

H.O.P.E. | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

Philoptochos | Dina Bilios

Chanters | Fotini Andy, Rita Efthimiou, Cathy Wolfe

Church: 1.609.522.0152 
321 St. Demetrios Ave,  North Wildwood, NJ 08260

stdemetriosnewjersey.com

*All submissions for the Koinonia must be 
received by the 20th of the month prior*
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donation opportunity
The Parish Council would like to bring to your attention the Golden Leaf Giving Tree. Very few 

have participated in this memorable way to create a lifetime tribute for generations to see 

and enjoy. Please take the time to view this lovely Giving Tree and consider displaying your 

family’s name, a remembrance of a loved one or an achievement. We would like to see the 

tree grow with more care and love!
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stewardship
news
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It’s through your contributions that we 

are able to carry on important work both 

spiritually and in our community.

Electronic Giving –is the way to go today.  

It is also a convenient, easy way to support 

St. Demetrios. 

By giving electronically you can:
• Give anywhere, anytime from your computer, cell phone or tablet.  

• Donate easily for special projects of the Church.

• Give towards your stewardship pledge or other donations such as memorial,   

   endowment and others. 

• Set up reoccurring or one time pledges and you will never need to worry if you 

   have your check book or cash on you.  VANCO will store your information.

• It is important to note that if you are using a credit card, you may be able to 

   accumulate rewards by your provider.

Show your support and try E-Giving through our VANCO QR Code (located 

below). Or you can find this code on our website under the DONATE  TAB  www.

stdemetriosnewjersey.com  and even easier…. There is a button that states “click 

here” that will take you directly to the VANCO page.  It is as simple as that. 

To use the QR code- open your camera on your phone 

and hover over the code.  The VANCO website will 

appear and then tap on it. 

Thank you for all you do to support our St. Demetrios 

family throughout the year.  May God bless you and 

keep you well and strong.

help us 
grow with
VANCO 
GIVING
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Stewardship News
STEWARDSHIP PLEA 2023 

Dear Parishioner, 

We at Saint Demetrios are thankful to have you and your family here in our church. You are a vital part 
of our church community. Unfortunately, the Parish is in great need of your financial help!!   

Your financial support provides the foundation for our parish ministries and our efforts in meeting the 
challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.  

Stewardship also means more than just making a monetary donation. Stewardship is an opportunity to 
examine our priorities and values, to express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves and to grow in grace.   
It allows us to participate in the vineyard of our Lord.   Giving is not a substitute for commitment. It is an 
expression of your commitment.  

Please note there are several ways to pledge: besides printing this form, our Stewardship Pledge forms 
are also in the Narthex, you may complete one and give it to Parish Council Secretary, William Mitchell.  
He can also be contacted at 609-425-4000.  If you would like to mail your Stewardship Commitment, our 
mailing address is:   

St. Demetrios  
300 St Demetrios St 
North Wildwood NJ 08260  
 
If Stewardship payment has been made for 2023 please disregard this notice and except our gratitude.  
 
Please respond out of faith and love and help keep our church vibrant for many years to come.   This is 
YOUR CHURCH!  Please, if you have yet to send in your Stewardship, please do so now.  Remember 
the Church is not just here when you need it!  Its open every week!  If we don’t support the Church, 
who else will? 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Fr. Michael & The Stewardship Committee 
___________________________________Cut here _________________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Saint Demetrios Church 
My Stewardship Commitment is   $__________ Year__________ 
Single/Individual $500.00 
Family $750.00 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________Email_____________________________________ 
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Children’s Corner
Courtesy of Presvytera Alexandra HouckMore available on stdemetriosnewjersey.com!
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President’s Day Weekend (February 14 – 16, 2025) at the 
Sheraton Hotel - Downtown Philadelphia.  

Categories include: 
 

-  Greek Folk Dancing  
(JOY, GOYA and Young Adult Groups) 

& 
- Parish Youth and Young Adult Liturgical Choirs 
 

Registration Packets will be coming shortly 

 

SSaavvee  tthhee  DDaattee  
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All Archons Are Encouraged To Duplicate This Flyer 
And Spread Throughout Their Churches

archons.org/sprouts

23
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Notices

Registration Opens February 2025Registration Opens February 2025

https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd

908-301-0500

CAMP GOODCAMP GOOD
SHEPHERDSHEPHERD

More InformationMore Information

June 15 - 21, 2025 July 6-12, 2025 July 13 - 19, 2025

MarylandMaryland VirginiaVirginia New JerseyNew Jersey

DVYC 

SKI & SNOW
TUBING TRIP

D V Y C  G R O U P  P I C T U R E :  N O O N  A T  T R A I L S  E N D  P U B  &  G R I L L E

S A T U R D A Y
 F E B R U R A R Y  1 ,  2 0 2 5

S A T U R D A Y
 F E B R U R A R Y  1 ,  2 0 2 5

C A M E L B A C K  R E S O R T  
1 0 7  R E S O R T  D R

T A N N E R S V I L L E ,  P A  1 8 3 7 2

P U R C H A S E  L I F T  T I C K E T S  A N D  R E N T A L S  H E R E  

P U R C H A S E  S N O W  T U B I N G  T I C K E T S  H E R E  

T I C K E T S  M U S T  B E  P U R C H A S E D  I N  A D V A N C E  O N L I N E
T I C K E T S  A R E  L I M I T E D  A N D  T H E Y  M A Y  S E L L  O U T


